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QKi Were these AK-47 ' s carried in u.S. aircraft? 

A: I have no details on how they were delivered. 

The South Vietnamese handled, it. I am not prepared to say 
what means for delivery they used. 

0 : Dfo 

~ » cxoc Ali snipment in addition to AK-47* s? 

Ai 1 believe the report said AK-47's. X cdn firm' that. 

I 

Q. Did the U.S. tell the South Vietnamese to do this? 

A: This was done by the South Vietnamese with U.S. knowledge 
and approval. I have nothing further to give you on that. 

Is Beecher (NYTimes) accurate in his account of the State 

Department cable? 
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A: I won* t discuss that. 
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Q: Bob, which party in this arms deal initiated the idea of 

. ■ * 1 

supplying AK-47 ' s? The South Vietnamese or the U.S.? 

A: (McCloskey ) Well, we were in contact with both the Govern- 
ment of Vietnam and Cambodia on the matter, and I would describe 
it as an undertaking carried out by GVN and Cambodia. Now, 
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Q: ' There's a rather mysterious story out of Phnom Penh 
that the airport was closed for several hours last night, 
apparently, and some unmarked planes came in. Was that 
connected with the delivery of these rifles? 

A: Well. I don't, k now ^ bon fhp pin Qnrn rv-P 4-Vi/^ ■? 

• ” ’ ~ ^ ^ w * 'W'— W4 W •*- VAA V^-K ***. £✓ W ^ 

but the aircraft that arrived, apparently, were carrying 
the rifle chests. 

. __ ■ . 

Q: And, were they American aircraft? . _ 

m s i 

. * ‘ ! 

A: No, I understand they were Vietnamese aircraft. • 1 

■ < ' * 

Q. Were these guns captured by American or South Vietnamese 
troops? 

A: The answer to the question is: Yes, both,, and it may 

have involved, also, other XXXXS allied farces in the 
KKgH capture, 

4. You are instructed to seek appointments soonest with 
GVN and Cambodian Government officials at appropriate 
levels, to inform them of above, and to request that 
GVN and GOC not say anything publicly which would be 
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inconsistent with above. Specifically, you should tell 
them that we consider it inadvisable to deny fact that 
AK-47 deliveries have been made by GVN, and request that 

in their public statements”GVN and GOC not go beyond what 
US spokesmen said per above. 

' L 

5. Embassies Phnom Penh and Saigon should, of course, 
conform any comments to press on this subject along above 

' . ; . , ' i 

lines. ! 
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